
SUNDAY 5 MAY –  EASTER 6 

8.30am BCP Communion 
10am All Age Communion 
12 noon  Baptism 

COLLECT 

Risen Christ, by the lakeside you renewed your call to 
your disciples: help your Church to obey your command 
and draw the nations to the fire of your love, to the glory 
of God the Father. 
Amen.  

READINGS (in pew bibles) 
NT – Acts 10: 44 - end, pp. 138-139. 
GOSPEL – John 15: 9-17, p. 117. 

PRAYERS THIS WEEK – 

In preparation for the days from Ascension to Pentecost, 
ask the Lord to reveal five people to pray for (see Prayer 
Journals on the font). 

Pray with these words and ask Jesus what it means for 
you to witness to him: 

‘…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you will be my witnesses…  to the ends of 
the earth.’ (Acts 1:8)  

NEXT WEEK 

8.30am BCP Communion 
10am Holy Communion with Junior Church 

If you want to put a note in the pewsheet, please contact 
Emma in the office, no later than 9am Wednesday if the 
note is intended for the forthcoming Sunday. 

CONTACTS  

CHURCH WEBSITE www.trumpington.church 
Vicar – Revd Mandy Maxwell  01223 845047 
stmarystmichael55@gmail.com     

Churchwardens  
Edmund Brookes 01223 840374 
churchwarden@trumpington.church 
Sheila Betts 07889 706625 
warden@trumpington.church    

Organist – Geoff Symon organist@trumpington.church  
Choir Leader – Alan Howard choir@trumpington.church 
Parish Safeguarding Officer – Sheila Betts 
07889 706625 safeguarding@trumpington.church   

CHURCH OFFICE – OPENING TIMES 
9am-1pm   Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
Emma’s email address is: admin@trumpington.church 

CHURCH NOTICES 

BIBLE STUDY Please contact Mandy if you would like to 
join the group on Wednesday evening (in person).  

GIVING  
If you would like to make a donation in support of the 
life and ministry of the church, you can: 

- Leave a cash donation in the plate provided
- Make a contactless donation using the GoodBox
- Use a yellow envelope (if you pay tax we can claim

the Gift Aid)

Please speak to Edmund about making a regular 
electronic gift and the best way to do this. Everything 
helps – thank you! 

SUMMER CAMP                                                                              
Junior Church families are going camping at the Jarman 
Centre, Newmarket, 12-14 July. If you are interested in 
going, please contact Mandy. 

ASCENSION DAY
Thursday 9 May 7.30pm, Service of Holy Communion 

THY KINGDOM COME –  
PRAYER BETWEEN ASCENSION AND PENTECOST 

You are invited to use the days between Ascension and 
Pentecost as a time of prayer for 5 people who you 
particularly want to hold before Jesus.  

If you want to spend time in prayer in church, you are 
invited to join Revd Mandy on: 

Sunday 12 May, 7pm
Tuesday 14 May, 7 pm 
Friday 17 May, 7 pm 

SCHOOL VISIT – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
On Tuesday 14 May we have two school groups visiting 
the church at 10.30am and 1.30pm, each visit lasting 
approximately 50 minutes.  

Sheila and myself are looking for volunteers to help us. 
There will be teaching staff present, but it is good to 
have representatives from the church. If you are 
interested, please contact Mandy or Sheila. 

TRUMPET DELIVERIES 
Could YOU help to deliver The Trumpet in the central 
village area? We need 2 or 3 more volunteers. 
It’s just 6 times per year, and starting from the June & 
July issue, which comes out late May. 
Please contact Edmund Brookes, 01223 840374 or 
churchwarden@trumpington.church 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

VOLUNTEER DRIVER SCHEME  
FOR TRUMPINGTON AND GRANTCHESTER  
Drivers and co-ordinators needed. Training given and 
costs reimbursed. Interested? Call Carol on 0788 181 
2051 to register your interest.  
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God never tires of forgiving us; we are the 
ones who tire of seeking his mercy.”
Pope Francis

When the Beatles notched up their first number one hit in 1962, 
the lyrics were simple yet profound: “Love, love me do! You know 
I love you.” Imagine Jesus saying that to you. Unrequited love 

is a tragic business; mutual love brings the joy Jesus speaks of in today’s 
Gospel. We know he loves us because “No one has greater love than this, 
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”

But he didn’t just say that, he lived it. He didn’t just feel love, he showed 
it. And because Jesus loves us, he wants us to love one another – and, in so 
doing, to show how much we love him. Earlier that evening (as recounted 
in John 14:15) he’d said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” 
The new commandment he gave his friends, on this night before he 
showed them the extent of his own love, was to love one another as he 
had loved them.

Do we want Jesus to think that his great love for us is unrequited? If we 
love him, surely we can try to love those whom he loves? Love is more 
than a feeling, a sentiment, a romantic notion. Real love is a practical 
matter. Can we lay down our lives, not by dying as he would do on the 
cross, but by dedicating our lives to the loving service of others? 

Richard Gunning concludes his series 
about the early Church Fathers.

Origen (c. 185-255) was another 
Church Father who was never 
proclaimed a saint, possibly 
because of his much-publicised 
self-castration, having allegedly 
taken a verse in Matthew’s Gospel 
literally: “For there are eunuchs 
who have been so from birth, and 
there are eunuchs who have been 
made eunuchs by others, and 
there are eunuchs who have made 
themselves eunuchs for the sake of 
the kingdom of heaven.”

Because of this, Origen’s 
achievements are sometimes 
overlooked. But in fact he wrote 
more than two thousand works 
and was probably the most 
important scholar and theologian 
of the era leading up to the First 
Council of Nicaea, in AD 325. 
He produced treatises in many 
branches of theology, including 
textual criticism, Bible studies 
and interpretation, sermons and 
spirituality. His most important 
work on textual criticism was 
the Hexapla (“Sixfold”), a huge 
comparative study of various 
translations of the Old Testament, 
set out in six columns. 

Last summer, Sr Janet visited 
Egypt and Turkey. Here she gives 
us a tour of some of the places she 
visited on the Egypt leg of her tour.

Cairo is home to some of Egypt’s 
oldest Christian churches – and a 
synagogue. Tradition describes 
the fourth-century Church of 
Ss Sergius and Bacchus (the 
“Cavern Church”) as having 
been built over the temporary 
home of the Holy Family, where 
they apparently lived for three 
months as members of the 
established Jewish community, 
centred around the synagogue.

There’s no proof of their 
presence in what is now the 
Coptic area of modern Cairo, 
but it’s feasible. As a carpenter, 
Joseph could easily have found 
work at nearby Giza, Memphis or 
Heliopolis. They might have used 
the well.

Is that based on fact, or a 
pious wish? Did they, or didn’t 
they? Who knows? Does it 
matter? Countless people, over 
the centuries, have visited the 
church and remembered Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph. That’s what is 
important.

Sr Janet is Editor for Special Projects 
for Redemptorist Publications.  
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Connecting faith and daily lifeSU
N
D
AY

Father of all, your Son revealed your love in his actions, not just 
words. This Christian Aid Week and always, help us to follow his 
example and show the world that loving him means giving hope 
to others. Amen.

Love me do

www.facebook.com/yoursundaylink
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An Egyptian pilgrimage
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The Church Fathers
Part 7, Origen

Heather Cooke reflects on John 15:9-17




