
SUNDAY 22 DECEMBER – Advent 4 

8.30am BCP Holy Communion 
10am Holy Communion  

COLLECT 
Eternal God, 
as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, 
so we wait for his coming in glory; 
bring us through the birth pangs of this present age 
to see, with her, our great salvation 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

READINGS (in pew bibles) 
Micah 5: 2-5a, p. 899 
Luke 1:39-45 (46-55), p. 61 

PRAYER FOR THIS WEEK 

As we enter the fourth week of Advent, let’s pray: 

Heavenly Father,        
You called Mary to be the mother of your Son        
and Jospeh to be her protector;        
as she trusted you when all seemed lost,        
so help us to put our faith in you        
when all around is hostile and unbelieving.        
For You are our Father,        
and you will not leave us to face our difficulties alone. 
In Jesus’ name we pray.                                                      
Amen.  

NEXT WEEK
10am Holy Communion (said service) 

CHURCH WEBSITE www.trumpington.church 

Vicar – Revd Mandy Maxwell 01223 845047 
stmarystmichael55@gmail.com     

Churchwardens  
Edmund Brookes 01223 840374 
churchwarden@trumpington.church 
Sheila Betts 07889 706625 
warden@trumpington.church    

Organist – Geoff Symon organist@trumpington.church  
Choir Leader – Alan Howard choir@trumpington.church 
Parish Safeguarding Officer – Sheila Betts 07889 706625 
safeguarding@trumpington.church   

CHURCH OFFICE – OPENING TIMES 
9am-1pm   Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
Emma’s email address is: admin@trumpington.church 
The office is closed from 21/12/2024 to 2/1/2025 

If you want to put a note in the pewsheet, please contact 
Emma in the office, no later than 9am Wednesday if the 
note is intended for the forthcoming Sunday. Thank you.  

CHURCH NOTICES 

BIBLE STUDY  
Please contact Mandy if you would like to join a group on 
either Tuesday evening online or Wednesday evening in 
person. Meets again in January. 

GIVING  
If you would like to make a donation in support of the life 
and ministry of our church, you can: 
– Leave a cash donation in the plate provided
– Make a contactless donation using the GoodBox
– Use a yellow envelope. If you pay tax we can claim the

Gift Aid, but only if you fill out your details.
– Please speak to Edmund about making a regular

electronic gift and the best way to do this.
Everything helps – thank you! 

THANK YOU 
We have just had a wonderful weekend for our Christmas 
Tree Festival with wonderful decorated trees, workshops 
and concerts. 
The four category winners were: Trumpington Stitchers for 
their Have a crocheted Christmas, the Reynolds family for 
Michael’s tree, Barbara Burgess for her Poet-tree and 3rd 
Trumpington Brownies for their Angels! tree. 
A massive thank you to all who took part, those who 
helped over the weekend and those who visited. You all 
made it so worthwhile! 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 
If you know anyone who is unable to cook a Christmas 
Dinner and would like a meal, please tell Mandy.  

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
24 December  
3pm Christingle 
11pm Holy Communion 

25 December  
8.30am  BCP Holy Communion 
10am  All-Age Holy Communion 

29 December  
No 8.30am service 
10am Holy Communion (said service) 
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Rosie and I go to the garden 
centre, where shrubs and trowels 
have given way to Christmas 
decorations. We walk past the 
indoor plants into a dark space 
filled with lights – red, gold, green 
and blue – twinkling and glowing, 
overwhelming and magical. I know 
they are there to encourage me 
to spend money. Yet in the dark 
days of the year the lights are like 
the fire in the cave of our ancient 

ancestors, the stars in the night sky. 
Rosie and I stand there, entranced.

“The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome 
it,” says St John. “The people who 
walked in darkness have seen a 
great light,” proclaims Isaiah. Soon 
we will hear of shepherds and their 
angels, magi and their star. In a 
world where darkness and danger 
seem so near, the light of the Christ 
Child is still shining. 

22 December 2024
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Connecting faith and daily lifeSU
N
D
AY

Lord Jesus, help us to follow the example of your blessed mother Mary, who 
humbly accepted God’s will. In all our joys and sorrows may we know your 
loving presence alongside us, our saviour and our friend. Amen.

God is coming! God is coming! All the 
element we swim in, this existence, echoes 
ahead the advent. God is coming! Can’t you 
feel it?”
Walter Wangerin Jr (1944-2021), American author and educator

Katharine Smith reflects on Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]

In 1866 the American clergyman 
Phillips Brooks spent Christmas 
in Bethlehem. Moved by that 
experience he later wrote 
the carol “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem”. The carol was 
published in The English Hymnal 
in 1906 set to a tune composed 
by Ralph Vaughan Williams.

RVW had collected the folk 
song “The Ploughboy’s Dream” 
from Henry Garman of Forest 
Green, Surrey, in 1903 and he 
adapted the tune to fit the 

carol. He called the tune “Forest 
Green”. The folk song is a robust 
cautionary tale of a negligent 
ploughboy who shirks work and 
abuses the horses. Its message is 
that hard work is the lot of every 
ploughboy.

Christmas is eternal. This 
Christmas is about the here and 
now, all the Christmasses we’ve 
experienced and all that have 
ever been. The folk music that 
sits deep in our consciousness, 
familiar without our knowing 
it, links us to that eternal 
Christmas. 

by Julian Smith

by Gillian Cooper
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A song of praise

Walking with Rosie Advent
Part 4 – Forest Green, a village in 
Surrey

Last week we were out in the wilderness listening 
to John the Baptist calling people to repent and be 
baptised. We heard him talking about the One who 

was to come after him, a powerful one, who would baptise 
with the Holy Spirit and fire.

Today John is still unborn, held in his mother’s womb 
– an unexpected but longed-for baby, to be born in 
fulfilment of God’s promises. And the powerful One who 
is to come after John, Jesus, is also held in his mother’s 
womb – an unexpected baby to be born because Mary 
said “yes” and accepted God’s will for her. Even before their 
birth, John it seems is aware of the presence of Jesus and 
lets his mother know as much.

Both mothers-to-be are filled with joy and praise God 
for his great faithfulness and goodness to them and to 
their people. Mary sings of God’s compassion and mercy 
and the justice God brings to all people.

We don’t know if Elizabeth is still alive when her son 
meets his violent death. We do know that Mary’s heart is 
pierced with bitter agony and grief when her son is nailed 
to the cross. And we can imagine that, when Jesus is raised 
from the dead, Mary again sings the songs of joy and 
praise that we hear today. 




